The high prevalence of herpes simplex virus infections, the many serious physical and psychological complications of infection and its importance in enhancing HIV transmission, make this virus an obvious target for prevention by vaccination. This paper reviews the published results of vaccine trials and discusses issues raised, including why the vaccine works only in HSV1 seronegative women, who should be considered for vaccination and possible societal barriers to vaccination.
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Colposcopy has been shown to be a sensitive and acceptable tool for detection of anogenital abnormalities in children. However, the significance of some genital findings remains controversial, especially when inexperienced clinicians interpret images. Its use in adult assessments is hampered by a lack of comparative studies on colposcopically detected genital injuries in adults following consensual v. non-consensual sexual intercourse. Further research is urgently needed before the use of colposcopy can be routinely recommended for adult victims.
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In Thailand, testing for the human papilloma virus (HPV) and typing are gradually becoming part of cervical screening and treatment strategies. This study compared the prevalence of HPV among a high-risk population, female sex workers, with women attending outpatient gynaecological clinics, in southern Thailand. Higher prevalence was detected in the sex worker group. Revised Australian guidelines for managing women with abnormal Pap smears have been approved by the National Health and Medical Research Council. Development of the guidelines was intensely controversial. This paper by a member of the committee that revised the guidelines provides a personal reflection on the process and its attendant difficulties.
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